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Synopsis
Porridge is a 1970s classic BBC TV series, starring Ronnie Barker as Norman Stanley Fletcher (nicknamed Fletch). The strong supporting cast included Richard Beckinsale (as Leonard Arthur Godber) and David Jason (as Blanco). It is set in the fictional HMP Slade, a prison in a remote part of Northern England and follows the exploits of its inmates and staff.

This will be a staging of three episodes from the TV series - one from each of the three series. The majority of the action is set in Fletch and Godber’s cell, the Governor’s office, the medical ward or in the common room. There are some external scenes which will require some imaginative thinking!

Episodes:
New Faces, Old Hands (S1, Ep1)
Happy Release (S2, Ep5)
Pardon Me (S3, Ep4)					

Cast of Characters: 
The Prisoners
Norman Stanley Fletcher (Fletch), male, 40-50s. Scripted to be 42 years old but can be older. A Londoner, and with a long criminal past. Very likeable, with plenty of one-liners. Is a father-figure to Lennie and looks out for him with the other prisoners and staff.

Leonard Arthur Godber (Lennie, Fletch’s cell-mate), male, 20-30s. It’s his first time in prison after committing burglary and sentenced for 2 years. From Birmingham, but not essential. Is taken under Fletch’s wing.

Blanco, male, at least late 50s+. Described as an “Old Lag”, has been in HMP Slade for a long time.

Cyril Heslop, male, age flexible (but scripted as 41). A fellow prisoner, doing 3 years for robbery.

“Nasty” Norris, male, late 30s+. A fellow prisoner, a bit hard-faced.

Lukewarm, male, 20-30s (but age flexible). A fellow prisoner.

Warren, male, late 30s-50s. A fellow prisoner.

The Prison Staff
Mr Mackay - Chief Prison Officer, male, 40-50s (but some age flexibility). A Scot by birth. Very officious and does not trust any of the prisoners and is not backward in putting them in their place. Was at HMP Brixton with Fletch and transferred to HMP Slade at the same time.

Mr Barraclough - Prison Officer, male, 40-50s (but some age flexibility). An experienced officer but is gentler and more trusting than his colleagues in his approach to inmates. He has good rapport with Fletch but is taken advantage of by him at times. He is described by Fletch as “Arthur Askey on stilts”.

Venables - Prison Governor, male, 40-50s in the series, but not essential. Taken advantage of by Fletch, and a bit of a soft touch!

Doctor/Medical Officer, male, age flexible

Depending on casting, I envisage some doubling-up of parts, particularly Heslop and Norris.





