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Sarah Hills as Beverly in Abigail’s Party (July 2008) 

Online Newsletter: September 2008
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EAT Editorial 
 
Hello and welcome to our new season at the EAT.  
 Our first play is The Graduate by Terry Johnson, based on the 
famous 1967 film starring Dustin Hoffman and Anne Bancroft, itself based 
on a 1963 novel by Charles Webb. Playing the pivotal role of Mrs 
Robinson is Claire Kingshott, last seen on the Alderton stage in the 2007 
Christmas Variety Show and prior to that as Mona, the proprietor of The 
Best Little Whorehouse in Texas (2004). As Benjamin - the object of her 
affections - is Daniel Cox, a talented newcomer to this theatre who will 
hopefully take part in many more productions to come. 
 The Graduate runs from 4-11 October (except Sunday 5) at 8pm. 
Tickets are selling very fast, so make sure you reserve your seat now - and 
may I remind you that this is the last time you’ll be able to do so at the old 
price of £6.50. As of our November show, Classic Ghost Stories for 
Christmas, the price will be going up to £7.00. This is still very good value 
for money (about the price of two pints of beer in central London!), and 
helps put an extra few pounds into our coffers so we can continue to try 
and bring you quality productions in these stringent economic times! 
 After our spooky Yuletide offering, the first play of 2009 commences 
with a classic whodunit in the form of Agatha Christie’s lesser-known play 
Spider’s Web. Then there’s a slice of Greece tragedy with Oedipus the 
King, translated by a member of this very theatre, followed by the Award-
winning David Mamet play Glengarry Glen Ross which offers a strong, 
no-holds barred look at the lives of four real-estate salesman in downtown 
Chicago. It is a wonderfully gripping piece, rich in drama, humour and 
emotion. Then something completely different to end the season - Jimmy 
Perry and David Croft’s classic sitcom It Ain’t Half Hot Mum brought to life 
on our humble little stage. Revel in those heady days when humour was 
simpler and that dreaded expression “PC” meant nothing more than ‘police 
constable’... 
 Dates for all these shows are on the back page of this newsletter. 
Hope to see you at some - if not all! - of them. 
 Best wishes, 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Campbell 
Artistic Director 
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EAT’s Next Production… 
 

 
 

California in the 60s. Benjamin’s got excellent grades, very proud parents, 
and, since he helped Mrs Robinson with her zipper, a fine future behind 
him… 
   
We follow Benjamin at a crucial part of his development: a ‘nice’ young 
man transforming into an adult, with everything that goes with it. We see 
the fires of lust vie with his middle class guilt; the desire to break out into 
the unknown jar with family commitments and expectations; the urge to 
dominate betrayed by inexperience and timidity.  But, guided by the sure 
(and insatiable) desires of an older and wiser woman, Benjamin may just 
make it out of the hormonal maelstrom. 
 Premiered in 2000 at the Gielgud Theatre with Matthew Rhys and 
Kathleen Turner as Benjamin and Mrs Robinson,  Benjamin’s disastrous 
sexual odyssey is brought vividly to life in a modern play based on the 
classic 1967 film of and the original book by Charles Webb. 
 Comic and thought-provoking by turns, Terry Johnson has molded 
the piece for the theatre and gives us a relevant and engaging experience 
worthy of his experience and talent. We hope you enjoy it! 
 
Phil Newton 
Director 
 
Cast: Claire Kingshott (Mrs Robinson), Daniel Cox (Benjamin), Ian Saxton 
(Mr Robinson), Sarah O’Hanlon (Elaine), Annette Hines (Mum), Michael 
Martin (Dad), Jenny Appleby (Stripper), Paul Friett, Mark Campbell, Linda 
Lee, Frank Holsgrove (Various) 
 
In performance: 4 - 11 October 2008 at 8pm 
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Claire Kingshott 
interviewed 
 
Hugely talented actress and 
all-round very nice lady 
Claire Kingshott will be 
playing the lusted-after Mrs 
Robinson in our next 
production, The Graduate. 
We caught up with her to 
pose a few probing 
questions... 

 
What made you want to play the role? 
It©s such an iconic part for a woman of a certain age! They don©t come 
much better than this in my opinion. 
 
Why is the story so popular? 
I©m not sure it’s the story, but it is such a popular film that people 
remember. It was a piece of groundbreaking cinematography and Anne 
Bancroft created such a wonderful character. Dustin Hoffman wasn©t bad 
either! 
 
Have you enjoyed the experience? 
Thoroughly. It is a huge challenge and one of which I will be very proud. 
 
Will people find it funny? 
Definitely. Terry Johnson has based the play on both the book and the film, 
which has enabled some of the cinematic scenes to be written for theatre 
and has allowed a new, more comic dimension to be brought to the script. 
There is at least one scene which doesn©t feature in the film which is funny 
and poignant at the same time. 
 
What©s Phil like as a director? 
Phil has a unique way of directing a play, bringing his Rose Bruford 
experience to the cast. He has a vision and totally gets everyone working 
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together as a team to achieve that. It is great that he wanted to direct this 
play at the EAT. 
 
What©s the rest of the cast like? 
All of the characters are well cast, including the additional characters in the 
play, and we are having great fun. Everyone has worked very hard. It is 
good to have a new talented member playing Benjamin - Daniel Cox - and 
he is bringing some great comic moments to the play. I also have to 
congratulate Sarah O©Hanlon, playing Elaine, who is also new to the 
theatre and has grown so much through the rehearsal period. It has been a 
joy to watch.  
 
Anything else to add? 
Well, this is a rare opportunity to see this play performed on the non-
professional stage. It is Benjamin©s emergent story from boy to man and 
the experiences he has on the way. The scenes between Benjamin and 
Mrs Robinson are crafted and created to bring the most out of both 
characters, exuding sexual tension but without detracting from the 
flirtatious, funny and emotional rollercoaster of their lives. Well done to the 
EAT for deciding to open the season with The Graduate. Book your tickets 
and enjoy a great night out! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News 
 
Much Ado About Nothing and Abigail’s Party have been nominated for 
five awards between them by the Arts Council of Bexley, including Best 
Set Design, Best Technical and Best Actress. The awards ceremony is 
planned to take place on Friday 24 October at Townley Theatre in 
Bexleyheath. 
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EAT Audition Notices 
 
Open auditions for the last three plays in our 2008-2009 season will be 
held on Sunday 12 October and Sunday 26 October. Please note the 
latter date is a change from the previous newsletter. 
 
Sunday 12 October 2008 
12.00 (Midday) 
Oedipus the King by Sophocles  
Director and Translator: Clive Madel 
Performance Dates: 21-28 March 2009 
 
13.30 (1.30pm) 
Glengarry Glen Ross by David Mamet 
Director: Peter Griffin 
Performance Dates: 9-16 May 2009 
 
Sunday 26 October 2008 
15.00 (3pm) 
It Ain’t Half Hot Mum by Jimmy Perry and David Croft 
Director: Roz Betts 
Performance Dates: 2-11 July 2009 (extended run) 
 
For more information, including directors’ contact details and audition 
pieces, please go to www.edwardalderton.org/auditions.htm 
 
 

EAT Quiz Answers 
 
From last issue... 
1. Phil Newton 
2. October 1985 
3. Murder by Misadventure  
4. Agatha Christie 
5. Aladdin 
6. David Hampton 
7. Matt Clowry 
8. Joseph Kesselring 
9. Oh What a Lovely War  
10. Tony Donnelly 
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EAT Dates for Your Diary 
 
 

October 2008 
Saturday 4 - Saturday 11 The Graduate by Terry Johnson 

(8pm, £6.50, exc. Sunday) 
Sunday 12 Auditions: 

12pm Oedipus the King 
(Clive Madel: 020 8855 1544) 
1.30pm Glengarry Glen Ross 
(Peter Griffin: 01322 223982) 

Tuesday 14 EAT Committee Meeting (8pm) 
Friday 24 Arts Council of Bexley awards 

(Townley Theatre, 7.30pm) 
Sunday 24 Audition: 

3pm It Ain’t Half Hot Mum 
(Roz Betts: 01322 448370) 

November 2008 
Saturday 22 - Saturday 29 Classic Ghost Stories for Christmas 

(8pm, £7, exc. Sunday) 

December 2008 
Tuesday 2 EAT Committee Meeting (8pm) 
Friday 5  Christmas Dinner (TBC) 

January 2009 
Saturday 31 Spider’s Web by Agatha Christie 

(8pm, £7) 

February 2009 
Monday 2 - Saturday 7 Spider’s Web by Agatha Christie 

(8pm, £7) 
Tuesday 10 EAT Committee Meeting (7.30pm) + AGM 

(8pm) TBC 

March 2009 
Saturday 21 - Saturday 28 Oedipus the King by Sophocles 

(8pm, £7, exc. Sunday) 
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Season Booking Form 
 
I would like to book ___ seats for the following shows in the 2008-2009 
season: 
 
Production 
The Graduate (1-10 October 2008) ________ 
Classic Ghost Stories for Christmas (22-29 November 2008) ________ 

Spider’s Web (31 January - 7 February 2009) ________ 

Oedipus the King (21-28 March 2009) ________ 
Glengarry Glen Ross (9-16 May 2009) ________ 
It Ain’t Half Hot Mum (2-11 July 2009) ________ 
 
 
Tickets for The Graduate cost £6.50. All other tickets cost £7.00 
 
I enclose a cheque for £_______ payable to Edward Alderton Theatre. If 
you wish to have tickets forwarded to you, please enclose a SAE. 
 

Name _____________________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________ 

Telephone _____________________________________________ 
Email _____________________________________________ 

 
Please send completed form to Edward Alderton Theatre, c/o 29 Chapel 
Road, Bexleyheath, Kent, DA7 4HW. Any queries should be referred to 
the Box Office on 020 8301 5584 (6-8pm, Mon to Fri only). 
 
Newsletters will now be emailed to people where possible in order to reduce postal 
costs. If you would prefer to still receive yours in paper form, please let us know. 
 

Claire Lewis-McClean and 
Aysev Ismail in The Day After 
the Fair (April 2005) 

Peter Griffin and Claire 
Lewis McClean in 

Knuckle by David Hare 
(July 2003)
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