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We present three spine-chilling ghost stories by Victorian masters of suspense. In
The Mezzotint by M R James, an engraving of an unknown mansion house appears
to have a life of its own. In Charles Dickens' The Signalman, an old railway worker
on a lonely stretch of line sees a figure warning him - but warning him of what? And
in Oh Whistle and I'll Come to You, My lad, again by M R James, an ancient
whistle discovered upon a windswept Norfolk beach heralds the arrival of a sinister
presence...

“My main character is Williams,” says Daniel Cox, seen recently in the title role of
The Graduate. “He’s an academic who runs a museum and comes across a picture
which at first seems pretty indifferent and dull, but later he finds it has hidden and
spooky meaning. | enjoy playing the character, as | get to fumble around with some
pictures and drink whisky!”

David Hampton plays a lonely signalman in the Charles Dickens story. Is this
typecasting? “Well, it's only the second time I've played a railway worker - it just
went down well the first time”, he laughs. “But in The Ghost Train [2001] there was
a train, where there isn't a train here, but the audience still couldn’t see it. | was in
The Ghost Train twice actually. In the first one, | was the young newly married
husband -then when | got older | had to play the old stationmaster. But The Ghost
Train was a con - this is real!”

Tony Donnelly is typically modest about his part as the Narrator: “I see my
role as pivotal, and | only play pivotal parts as you know! Ah, no, I'm just trying to
create a mood - but subtly. And I think the audience will really like it because it's
gentle, it's not in-your-face stuff, and it’s nicely written.”

Paul Harris, seen recently at Erith Playhouse in The End of the Affair,
makes his debut at the Alderton: “I play a character called Parkins, who is stuffy,
arrogant and opinionated - and soon to be found out! I've enjoyed rehearsing; it's
been nice meeting up with some different people. I've come back to the area after
quite a while away and it's been good to get back into it all again.”

Shirley Andrews, playing the housekeeper of a seaside inn, is the only
woman in the show. “I'm just glad to have a part! | haven’t had a part here for three
years! I've enjoyed it all, it's been good fun.”

Having made his debut here as Laurence in Abigail’s Party, lan Long is back



again, this time in quite a different guise. “Yes, all three of the parts | play are quite
different. It’s interesting trying to differentiate between them, actually - rehearsals are
turning into a sort of accent-fest, with everyone providing the most outrageous
regional accent possible!”

Director Mark Campbell had originally envisioned a longer evening. “We
started rehearsing four stories to begin with, but it quickly became clear that the
extra one would be overkill. It was also going to be extremely hard to visualise, so |
decided to drop it.

“I adapted the stories over the summer. It's been quite a challenge to keep
the Victorian feel of the stories but make them work dramatically as dramas.
Whether I've succeeded is up to the audience to judge!”

In the ‘spirit’ of the yuletide season, mince pies and mulled wine will be
available at all performances.

CLASSIC GHOST STORIES FOR CHRISTMAS
22 - 29 November 2008 at 8pm
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2008-2009 Season Booking Form

I would like to book __ seats for the following shows:

Production

Classic Ghost Stories for Christmas (22-29 November 2008)
Spider's Web (31 January - 7 February 2009)

Oedipus the King (21-28 March 2009)

Glengarry Glen Ross (9-16 May 2009)

It Ain’'t Half Hot Mum (2-11 July 2009)

All tickets cost £7.00

| enclose a cheque for £ payable to Edward Alderton Theatre. If you wish to have tickets
forwarded to you, please enclose a SAE.

Name
Address

Telephone No
Email

Please send completed form to Edward Alderton Theatre, c/o 29 Chapel Road, Bexleyheath,
Kent, DA7 4HW. Queries should be referred to the Box Office on 020 8301 5584 (9am-9pm, Mon to
Fri only).




Cast and crew of Much Ado About Nothing celebrate winning three awards at the 2008 Arts Council of Bexley Awards
Ceremony in October: Best Actor (Certificate): Roger Gollop, Technical Achievement, and Best Production. Abigail’s Party
won two awards: Best Actress (Certificate): Sarah Hills and Best Set Design.



